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Introduction: 
The term wars refers to those conflicts arising between different political 

groups, during which hostilities are practiced that result in great harm, 

whether these conflicts, are international or non-international, and these 

conflicts, as we see every day, clearly affect human societies as they affect 

soldiers and their families, in addition to those effects that include the mass 

destruction of cities that have a long-term impact, where armed conflict has 

important negative indirect consequences for infrastructure, public health 

provision, and social order, these indirect consequences are often overlooked. 

Research problem: 

Generally speaking, armed conflicts today have a major on civilians, due to 

the increasing trends that have made fighters target civilians as a strategic 

goal, and we can observe the experience of war soldiers differently from 

civilians, although both suffer in time of war. Where they suffer women and 

children are particularly indescribable atrocities, and the suffering of children 

during international and non-international armed conflicts is considered more 

harmful and more dangerous than others. 

Children are exposed to violence from armed conflict and suffer more from 

its effects than ever before not only as victims but also as aggressors.  

This borne out by recruitment and use of children as combatants in many 

armed conflicts. 

Armed conflict affect children more than others, because they are still going 

through stage of intellectual, physical, emotional and social maturity. That 
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leads to health problems in addition to long-term psychological problems that 

affect the development of their personality and awareness. 

The question here is how to protect children during armed conflicts, and what 

are the international mechanisms that are taken to reduce the effects of conflict 

on children, and is this protection sufficient or not? 

Research importance: 

Multiple conflicts have aroused throughout the ages the interest of experts and 

decision makers in the world which led them to enact programs, laws and 

legislations that protect human right during armed conflicts, and it is not 

possible to talk about human rights without mentioning the rights of the child 

because it is considered the essence of human rights, because their protection 

and maintenance of their rights is considered protection for the future of 

mankind, therefore, they stipulated many laws that protect these rights, 

including international humanitarian law, which discussed the issue of 

protection children in times of armed conflict. 

Research aims: 

The purpose of this study is to explain the principles of child protection during 

armed conflict legally and to explain the international mechanisms used to 

protect children during armed conflict, so we will discuss these right to see to 

what extent it can be said that the principles of international law  represented  

by the provisions of international humanitarian law have contributed to 

protecting children during international and non-international armed conflicts, 

in addition to presenting the position of the kingdom of Bahrain and knowing 

its compatibility with international law. 
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Search plan: 

1. Protecting children from the effects of hostilities: 

1.1 General protection for children from the effects of hostilities in armed 

conflicts. 

1.2 Special protection for children from the effects of hostilities in armed 

conflicts. 

 

2. Recruitment of children in armed conflict: 

2.1 The prohibition of the recruitment of children in armed conflict in 

accordance with international law. 

2.2 The legal status of children participating in the hostilities. 

 

3. International mechanisms and the international criminal court to protect 

children in armed conflicts: 

3.1 International mechanisms to protect children in armed conflicts. 

3.2 The role of international criminal court in protecting children in armed 

conflicts. 

 

4. The position of the kingdom of Bahrain on protecting children in armed 

conflicts: 

4.1 Bahrain’s participation in international agreements. 

4.2 The efforts of the kingdom of Bahrain. 
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1. Protecting children from the effects of armed 
conflict: 
As the suffering of children during international and non-international armed 

conflicts was more harmful and greater danger, it received great attention 

translated in the form of international conventions and protocols, some of 

which are old and belong to international humanitarian law in the forefront of 

the Geneva conventions and their additional protocols, and others are new and 

belong to international human rights law and can the reference to the  rights 

of children convention , except that in this research. we will discuss the 

international protection of children in armed conflict within framework of the 

Geneva conventions and their protocols because they are part of international 

humanitarian law and this is what we are interested in this research.  

Before referring to the topic of research, we must first clarify the concept of 

children, because they are the category concerned with protection. The child 

according to international law is every human being who has not exceeded 18 

years, unless he reaches the age of majority before that according to the law 

applicable to it1. 

Children in international and non-international armed conflicts enjoy two 

types of protection, general protection as civilians who have no role in 

conflict, and special protection as vulnerable groups and most in need of care. 

 

                                                             
أيلول / 2بدأ نفاذها في  –م 1989تشرين الثاني/ نوفمبر 20المؤرخ 44/25الجمعية العامة بقرارها  اعتمدتها    -اتفاقية حقوق الطفل  1

 .1المادة – 49المادةبموجب 1990سبتمبر 
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1.1 The general protection for children from the effects of 
hostilities in armed conflict: 

Children enjoy general protection in international armed conflicts that give 

them basic guarantees. Like all other civilians, they enjoy the right to respect 

for their lives and their physical and moral integrity, and prohibits acts of 

coercion, physical abuse, torture, collective punishment, and neglect of 

children or other civilians2. This came in accordance with article13 of the 

fourth Geneva convention, which stipulated that the provisions of chapter two 

include the total population of countries involved in the conflict, without any 

unfair discrimination in particular due to race, nationality, religion, or political 

opinions, intended to alleviate the suffering caused by war3. Article 27 of the 

same convention also stipulates that protected persons are in all circumstances 

the right to respect for their persons, their honor, their family rights, their 

religious beliefs, customs and traditions. They must be treated humanely at all 

times, and protected in particular against all acts of violence or threats, and 

against insults and curiosity of the masses4. 

We believe that international humanitarian law has given importance to 

protecting civilians from the effects of hostilities, as article 52 of protocol 1 

of the Geneva convention stipulates that civilian objects shall not be the object 

of attack or deterrence attacks. Civilian objects are all objects that are not 

military objectives, as defined in the second paragraph, and attacks are limited 

to military targets only. Military objectives in relation to objects are limited 

                                                             
almanhal-https://platform- -الطفل المجند وإشكالية نفاذية اتفاقيات القانون الدولي الإنساني  -أ.قادة عافية    2

.74642com.libweb.uob.edu.bh/Reader/Article/ . 
 .13لمادةا –م 1949آب/أغسطس12تفاقية جنيف الرابعة بشأن حماية الأشخاص المدنيين في وقت الحرب المؤرخة فيا3
 .27لمادةا –م 1949آب/أغسطس12تفاقية جنيف الرابعة بشأن حماية الأشخاص المدنيين في وقت الحرب المؤرخة فيا 4
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to those that make an effective contribution to military action, whether by 

nature, location, purpose or use, and whose complete or partial destruction, 

seizure or disruption in the circumstances prevailing at that time. Provides a 

definite military advantage5. 

According to the foregoing, we see that the general protection is the respect 

of all persons, including children, their physical and mental integrity 

preventing all coercion and physical assault, distinguishing between 

combatants and non-combatants, and accordingly it is prohibited to direct 

attacks towards civilian targets and to exercise care during the attack to avoid 

any injury to civilians. 

In addition to the above, civilians and children enjoy general protection in 

non-international armed conflicts, this is in accordance with article 1, 

paragraph 1, of the Second Optional Protocol to the Geneva Conventions. It 

stipulates that this protocol, which develops and complements the third 

common article between the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, applies. 

Without modifying the current conditions for its application to all armed 

conflicts not covered by Article 1 of the Additional “Protocol” to the Geneva 

Conventions of 12 August 1949, Relating to the protection of victims of 

international armed conflicts, the protocol that revolves in the territory of one 

of the High Contracting Parties between its armed forces and dissident armed 

forces or other organized armed groups and exercises under responsible 

command over a part of its territory the control that enables them to carry out 

                                                             
حماية ضحايا المنازعات المسلحة لمتعلق با -1949آب / أغسطس  12جنيف المعقودة في الملحق بأتفاقيات  –البروتوكول الاضافي الأول 5

 .52المادة -1977 لسنة- الدولية
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sustained and coordinated military operations, and is able to implement this 

protocol6. 

1.2 Special protection for children in armed conflict: 

Observers of international conventions related to the protection of children 

during armed conflict find that they are not content with setting general 

protection rules for children only as part of the civilian population, but rather 

devising special rules on the protection of children in armed conflict as 

children who cannot defend themselves7. 

The four Geneva conventions of 1949 and their two additional protocols 

of1977 provide special protection for children in armed conflict. In fact, we 

affirm that children enjoy two forms of protection guaranteed by international 

humanitarian law, the aforementioned general protection, and the special 

protection they enjoy as children. There are more than 25 articles in the 

Geneva conventions and their two additional protocols that refer specifically 

to children, and include rules relating to the death penalty, provision of food 

and health care, education in conflict areas, detention, the separation of 

children from their families and their participation in hostilities8. 

Article 14 provides for the protection of vulnerable groups, including 

children. It stipulates that the high contracting parties in peacetime may, and 

the parties to the conflict, after the outbreak of hostilities, establish in their 

                                                             
ضحايا المنازعات المسلحة  المتعلق بحماية1949آب / أغسطس  12اتفاقيات جنيف المعقودة في ب الملحق -الثاني الإضافي  لبروتوكولا 6

 .1لفقرةا -1المادة -غير الدولية
 36العدد –مجلة العدل  –حماية الأطفال أثناء النزاعات المسلحة في المواثيق الدولية والقانون السوداني  –د.أحمد حسن محمد عبدالكريم  7

 .230ص –السنة الرابعة عشر  –
/:enar/doc/resources/documents/interview/childr/www.icrc.org/https-  -اللجنة الدولية للصليب الأحمر  8

interview-101207.htm - 19/4/2020 . 
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territories, or in the occupied territories, if necessary, areas and sites of 

hospitalization and safety organized in manner that allows by protecting the 

wounded, sick, infirm, the elderly, children under fifteen years of age, 

pregnant women and mothers of children under seven9. 

It is understood from this text that the term children apply to less than fifteen 

years of age. In the opposite sense, children between the ages of 15 to 18 are 

considered normal civilians and do not benefit from special protection in 

accordance with this article. 

International humanitarian law affirms that special measures must be taken to 

help the child, reunite families separated by the conflict, as well as evacuate 

children from besieged or encircled areas and this is what we will discuss in 

the following: 

 Children relief and aid: 

The first additional protocol stipulates in paragraph 1 of article 77 that the 

parties of conflict must be provide children care and assistance1 0, and the 

fourth Geneva convention contains many provisions that take into account the 

special needs of children, Article 23 stipulated that each of high contracting 

parties must guarantee the freedom of passage of all messages medicines, 

medical supplies, and items of worship intended for the civilian population of 

another contracting party, even if they are adversaries. He shall also be license 

                                                             
 .14ادةالم – المرجع السابق –اتفاقية جنيف الرابعة بشأن حماية الأشخاص المدنيين في وقت الحرب  9
 .77المادة –المرجع السابق  – 1977الملحق )البروتوكول( الأول الإضافي إلى اتفاقيات جنيف 10
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the freedom to pass any shipments of necessary food clothing and tonics for 

children under 15 years of age, pregnant women or postpartum1 1. 

 

 The child and his family in armed conflict: 

Humanitarian law recognizes the importance of the family, and therefore it 

strived to maintain the family unit during armed conflict1 2. Article 82 of the 

convention stipulated that members of the same family especially parents and 

children, be brought together in one detention facility for the duration of the 

detention. Except in cases where work needs or health reasons or applying the 

provisions mentioned in chapter IX of this section, to separate them 

temporarily. Detainees can request that their children who without family care 

be detained with them. The one family gathers in the same building whenever 

possible, and a separate for them from the rest of the detainees, and facilities 

must be provided for them to live in a family life1 3. 

Article 74 of protocol 1 also provides for the parties of the conflict to facilities 

the reunification of families separated as a result of armed conflicts, and in 

particular encourages the work of humanitarian organ devoting themselves to 

this task in accordance with the agreements and this protocol and in 

accordance with their respective security regulations1 4. 

                                                             
 .23لمادةا – المرجع السابق –اتفاقية جنيف الرابعة بشأن حماية الأشخاص المدنيين في وقت الحرب  11
marefae-ttps://searchh- -لحماية القانونية للأطفال من التجنيد والاستعمال في النزاعات المسلة ا –أ.سامية عجاز  12

net.libweb.uob.edu.bh/ar/viewer/BIM-327835 -52ص. 
 .82المادة -لسابق االمرجع  –الأشخاص المدنيين في وقت الحرب  ة جنيف الرابعة بشأن حمايةاتفاقي 13
 .74لمادةا -المرجع السابق  – 1977الملحق )البروتوكول( الأول الإضافي إلى اتفاقيات جنيف 14
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 Evacuation of children from besieged or encircled areas: 

The fourth Geneva convention deals with the issue of evacuating children 

during armed conflict as a basic guarantee to protect children from the dangers 

of armed conflict1 5.Given the importance of maintaining family unity during 

the conflict and restoring family links during the evacuation, the law 

stipulated on strict terms. Whereas, article78, paragraph 1, stipulates that no 

party to the conflict shall arrange the evacuation of children – other than its 

nationals– to a foreign country except on a temporary evacuation by 

compelling reasons related to the child’s health or medical treatment or his 

safety requires. Written approval of this evacuation is required from their 

parents or legal guardians if they are present. In the event that these persons 

cannot be found, it is necessary to obtain written consent for such evacuation 

from persons primarily responsible by law or custom for the care of those 

children. The protecting power shall supervise this evacuation, in agreement 

with the parties concerned, that is, the party hosting the children, and the 

parties whose nationals are being evacuated. In each case, all parties to the 

conflict take all feasible precautions to avoid endangering this evacuation1 6. 

We believe that the convention provided special protection for children and 

in addition to that it tried to provide some right for children during their 

separation from their families, and these rights guarantee the preservation of 

their religious and cultural identity, as in paragraph 2 from previous article 

stipulated that, in the event of an evacuation in accordance with the first 

                                                             
 -لجماعة الإسلامية ا –ماية الأطفال في النزاعات المسلحة ح –م.د. مصلح حسن أحمد  .أ15

https://www.iasj.net/iasj?func=fulltext&aId=10434 – 5ص-م2011 -67لعدد ا –جلة كلية التربية الأساسية م. 
 .1الفقرة– 78المادة –المرجع السابق  – 1977الملحق )البروتوكول( الأول الإضافي إلى اتفاقيات جنيف 16
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paragraph, follow-up to the child during his outside the country. And provide 

possible education, including his religious and moral education, according to 

the desire of his parents1 7. 

We believe that international humanitarian law guarantees special protection 

for children in terms of being extremely vulnerable, so they are called primary 

categories of care and care, and this special protection complements the rules 

of general protection, so that states cannot invoke one of them to disintegrate 

from the other, but that the warring parties must apply it to the limit is 

according to each case, and although the fourth Geneva convention provide 

sufficient care to children, but it is not to provide for a definition of the child, 

in addition to that in its articles it did not follow the definition contained in 

international law, as the definition contained in the children rights convention 

the child is a person below 18 years, but the Geneva convention provides for 

special protection for children who are under 15 years only. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                             
 .2الفقرة– 78المادة – 1977المرجع السابق  -الملحق )البروتوكول( الأول الإضافي إلى اتفاقيات جنيف 17



13 Protection of children in armed conflicts, accordance with international and Bahraini law

12 

 

 

2. Recruitment of children in armed conflict: 
The development of the means of fighting has led to an increase in the number 

of victims, especially the children, who are exploited more than others, that 

these children are exploited at the expense of their basic rights, and one of the 

most important manifestations of exploitation is their recruitment in conflicts. 

Children are still being recruited by the armed forces, and the recruitment of 

children by armed groups, especially in Africa, has become a serious 

humanitarian problem during the past few decades. In many cases, children 

endure taking up arms and participating actively in the fighting. They can also 

be used to perform supportive roles such as carrying supplies or collecting 

military intelligence, exposing them to great risks1 8. 

The methods of child recruitment differ in armed conflicts, it may be through 

force and coercion, and recent studies indicate that the kidnapping process is 

the main means in this process, and at other times the children volunteer to 

recruit in the armed forces, whether government forces or other armed groups, 

due to economic or social reasons, in addition, children can accept to join the 

armed forces out of belief1 9. 

The issue of protecting children from participation in armed conflict raises 

two issues in this research. The efforts of international law to prohibit the 

recruitment of children and the legal status of a child combatant on the other 

hand. 

                                                             
18-ctedprote-persons/children/overview-law/protected-and-https://www.icrc.org/ar/doc/war 

 18/4/2020 -children.htm . 
 –مجلة البحوث والدراسات  –لأطفال في النزاعات المسلحة )دراسة تحليلية في ضوء الاتفاقيات الدولية( حظر تجنيد ا -عبدالقادر حوبة   19

 .146/147ص – 13شتاء – 10السنة – 15العدد
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2.1 The prohibition of the recruitment of children in armed 
conflict in accordance with international law: 

Although the Geneva conventions of 1949 included several provisions 

relating to the need for children to have special protection as civilians who 

have no role in hostilities, they did not contain any rule on the minimum age 

for recruitment and participation in hostilities2 0. 

To counteract the phenomenon of child soldiers, the additional protocols, 

which prohibited the recruitment of children, should have been awaited. The 

idea of prohibiting the participation of children in hostilities is not new, but it 

did not appear clearly except through the first and second additional protocols 

of 1977. Where, paragraph 2 of article 77 stipulates that the parties to the 

conflict must take all feasible measures to ensure that children who have not 

yet reached the age of 15 years do not participate directly in hostilities, in 

particular, these parties should refrain from recruiting these children in to their 

armed forces. In the event of recruiting those who have attained the age of 15 

and who have not reached the age of 18, the parties to the conflict shall 

endeavor to give priority to those who are older2 1. 

It is clear from this that the text of article obliges states by two types of 

obligations, the first is to prevent the participation of children who are less 

than 15 in conflicts directly, and not to be recruited into their armed forces, 

the second commitment is to take all possible measures to prevent children 

from participating in the conflicts indirectly, therefore the parties to the 

conflict will be responsible in the case of the recruitment of children who are 

                                                             
  . 62ص – المرجع السابق  –سامية عجاز  20
 .2الفقرة 77المادة – المرجع السابق -1977( الأول الإضافي إلى اتفاقيات جنيفالملحق )البروتوكول 21
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less than 15 directly in hostilities, and they will not be responsible in the event 

that the participation of these children indirectly and the state has taken 

possible measures but it is ineffective in this matter. 

It is noted, that the article in the case of recruitment of children between 15 

and 18 years, stipulates that to be started of the recruitment of older before 

others. Although international law defines the children, who under 18 years 

unless they have reached the age of majority in accordance with the law 

applicable to them, which indicates that the protocol takes into consideration 

issue of violating of articles contained in this regard and the possibility that 

the children carry weapons and participating in hostilities. 

We note that the second protocol on non-international armed conflicts 

provides for the same age, where article 4, paragraph 3, stipulates that children 

under 15 years should not recruited into the armed forces or groups. It is not 

permissible to allow them to participate in hostilities2 2. 

I think that is a deficiency in international humanitarian law in protecting 

children between 15 and18 years of the recruitment, so we had to search for 

other rules of international law that protected this category. 

Looking at the convention of rights of child, we see that it did not cover this 

issue. But this shortcoming did not last, a proposal was submitted to the 

committee on the rights of child to develop this convention through an 

optional protocol to limit the participation of children in armed conflicts. A 

protocol was prepared, raising the age of recruitment to 18 years, and the 

project was transferred to the committee on the rights of child. In 1994, the 

                                                             
 .3الفقرة-4المادة –المرجع السابق  – الملحق )البروتوكول( الثاني الإضافي إلى اتفاقيات جنيف 22
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committee established an open-ended working group to negotiate the optional 

protocol. This was done in several negotiations in which the difference over 

the age of recruitment. However, consensus was achieved as a result of the 

intervention of the human rights committee, the protocol was issued in 2000 

by consensus, which included stipulating the minimum age for direct 

participation in hostilities, which is 18, and prohibiting the forced recruitment 

of children under that age2 3. 

2.2 The legal status of children participating in the hostilities: 

Although the international humanitarian community has concluded a series of 

conventions, including the four Geneva conventions of 1949 and it protocols. 

and the optional protocol attached to the children rights convention, of the 

involvement of children in armed conflict. However, it did not limit the 

phenomenon of recruitment of children in armed conflicts, and the 

international criminal court considered that any compulsory or voluntary 

recruitment of children under 15 years or their use of active participation in 

hostilities is a war crime in both international and non-international armed 

conflicts. Statistics issued by the international labor organization indicate that 

the number of children who work as soldiers in armed groups is more than 

300 thousand in more than 41 countries and nearly 500 thousand children 

engage in activities in military and paramilitary militias, and in front of these 

numbers, which reflect the deteriorating situation of children2 4, we must know 

the legal status of children who take part in conflicts as soldiers. 

                                                             
 .143/144ص  –لسابق المرجع ا -أ. عبدالقادر حوبة   23
دد ع -  جامعة ورقلة -مجلة دفاتر السياسة والقانون   –التجنيد القسري للأطفال في ظل النزاعات المسلحة  –ط.أ. عثماني عبدالقادر  24

 . .  https://search-emarefa-net.libweb.uob.edu.bh/ar/viewer/BIM-837187 - 50ص – 2018 –خاص جوان 
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Contrary to what is required by international law, a child may already be 

recruited into the armed forces and then captured as a warrior with these 

forces. Despite this, the child continues to benefit from the special protection 

provided by the Geneva convention. Where paragraph 3of article 77 of 

protocol 1 stipulated that if in exceptional cases, despite the provisions of the 

second paragraph, if occur that children who under 15 participated in the 

hostilities directly and fell into the hands of the opponent, they remain 

beneficiaries from the special protection that this article guarantees, whether 

or not they are prisoners of war2 5. In addition, paragraph 4 of the same article 

states that children in the event of arrest, detention for reasons related to the 

armed conflict must be placed in places separate from those designated for 

adults, the exception to this is cases of detention of the child with his family, 

which prepares them places of residence family units, as stated in paragraph 

5 of article752 6. 

Under protocol 1, children must be placed in the event of arrest or detention 

in separate places from those designated for adults. An exception to this is the 

cases of families who have accommodations as family units, and it follows 

from this that international humanitarian law tried to provide special 

protection for children even if they participated in hostilities. 

In addition to the protection provided by the first protocol, children also 

benefit from the third Geneva convention relative to prisoners of war, in the 

case of children who have been enlisted or voluntarily enrolled in the armed 

forces, they will enjoy the status of a combatant and status of prisoners of war 

                                                             
 .3فقرةال 77المادة –المرجع السابق  – 1977اتفاقيات جنيف الملحق )البروتوكول( الأول الإضافي إلى 25
 .4الفقرة 77المادة – المرجع السابق  -1977الملحق )البروتوكول( الأول الإضافي إلى اتفاقيات جنيف 26
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if they are arrested, and the age standard is only a factor it justifies their 

treatment better2 7. 

The third Geneva convention stipulated that prisoners of war must be treated 

humanely at all times and prevent any act or neglect that might cause the death 

of the prisoner, as well as the impermissibility of any prisoner to be subjected 

to physical torture or medical or scientific experiments upon him, which is not 

justified by the medical treatment, prisoners of war must be protected at all 

times especially against all acts of violence or threats and the curiosity of the 

masses2 8. 

However, despite the special protection provided by international law for 

children deprived of their liberty, it does not prevent them from being 

punished for the grave violations committed by these children against the rules 

of international humanitarian law, but in these case their responsibilities must 

be assessed according to their age and although criminal penalties may be 

taken against them, it is not permissible to impose death sentences on children 

under 18 years2 9. 

Article 77m paragraph 5, stipulates that the death penalty may not be carried 

out for any crime related to the armed conflict, for persons who have not 

reached 18 years at the time of commission of the crime3 0. 

                                                             
 -ن الجزائريانونية للأطفال أثناء النزاعات المسلحة دراسة مقارنة بين المواثيق الدولية والقانوالحماية الق -الدكتور زهير  27

https://platform-almanhal-com.libweb.uob.edu.bh/Reader/Article/118301   . 
ت للتوقيع والتصديق والانضمام من اعتمدت وعرض - 1949آب/أغسطس  21المؤرخة في  -اتفاقية جنيف بشأن معاملة أسرى الحرب  28

 12نيسان/أبريل إلي  21نيف خلال الفترة من جالمعقود في  -لحروب قبل المؤتمر الدبلوماسي لوضع اتفاقيات دولية لحماية ضحايا ا
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if the inability to execute the death sentence on children participating in the 

war who committed some human crimes during the conflict is considered 

guarantee for them, but I believe that these children are considered victims 

whether they are forced or voluntary recruiting, and the responsibility in this 

case should be on the military commander carried out by recruiting them as 

soldiers.  

In conclusion, international humanitarian law prohibits the participation of 

children in armed conflicts, and considers their participation in hostilities a 

violation of humanitarian rules. The development of international 

instruments. Which related to phenomenon of the involvement of children in 

armed conflict, illustrates the international community’s endeavor to make the 

world of children a place free from violence. But I believe that failure to 

explicitly stipulate the legal age for recruitment into international 

humanitarian law violates the rights of children between the ages of 15 and 

18years.  In addition, this void will be a gap that states exploit in the 

exploitation of children between 15 and 18 years, so the law should be clearer 

and more specific in matters of child recruitment and investigation of 

recruitment issues. 
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3. International mechanisms and the international 
criminal court to protect children in armed conflicts: 
We will discuss the international mechanisms and some of the rules adopted 

by the international criminal court to protect children in armed conflict, 

considering that they are procedural framework for the protection of children 

in armed conflicts.  

3.1 International mechanisms to protect children in armed 
conflicts: 

There are many international mechanisms for protecting children, either in 

terms of providing protection for them or preventing them from participate in 

hostilities, or recruit them. And in this research we will highlight the most 

important mechanisms in international. 

There are several international committees that may help protect children and 

their rights in wartime.  It has the power to receive reports periodically from 

countries, as is the peacetime, to monitor the extent of their fulfillment of their 

treaty obligations, these and some committees enjoy examining individual and 

sometimes governmental complaints3 1. 

The united nations security council has been concerned with issues related to 

children affected by armed conflicts, since 1999, and has since passed 

7resolutions in this regard. In 2005, in resolution No. 1612, the security 

council called on the united nations secretariat to establish a monitoring and 

reporting mechanism, primarily run by national forces led by UNICEF and 
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the united nations high representative in the country, to provide timely and 

reliable information on grave violations of children rights3 2. 

The security council has included the protection of children in armed conflicts 

within the mandate of peacekeeping operations since 2001. Peacekeeping 

operations in the past 10 years have helped to release thousands of child 

soldiers as well as in legislative reform efforts3 3. 

United nation peacekeeping missions perform several tasks to protect 

children, including the deployment of child protection advisers, and this is 

done in countries where children suffering from protection problems, and 

child protection advisers are specialized personnel sent with the mission to 

help implement the child protection. Their work includes3 4: 

 Putting the concerns of children on the peace agenda and the political 

agenda3 5. 

 Ensure that child protection becomes an integral part of the mission’s 

tasks. This is done by circulating the topic and advising the leadership 

of the mission’s3 6. 

 Training the newly deployed peacekeeping forces on child protection, 

until complete the training that all peacekeepers must receive3 7. 
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 Case support: The child protection adviser acts as a defender, mediator 

and advisor to the mission’s leadership on child protection issues3 8. 

 Monitoring and reporting of grave violations against children3 9. 

 Communication with UNICEF and other child protection actors to 

follow up and respond to individual cases4 0.  

Through work teams in countries affected by conflict covered by the 

monitoring and reporting mechanism, UNICEF and its partners collect 

information on grave violations against children to report to the united nations 

security council to develop appropriate responses to meet the needs of 

children. As co-chair of the monitoring working group and reporting UNICEF 

is in dialogue with government forces and rebel groups that recruit or use 

children and commit murder, maiming, rape or other forms of violence against 

children. With the aim of developing action plans to stop these violations, 

taking into consideration that governments bear the ultimate responsibility for 

protecting children and preventing impunity for perpetrators of grave 

violations against children4 1. 

We believe that the united nations interest in protecting children in armed 

conflict is not only affirmation of the principles of international humanitarian 

law, but it already begun to take initial steps to implement these provisions in 

practice. 
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 can note to role of the red cross committee, in protecting children in armed 

conflict, the four Geneva conventions commissioned   red cross committee, to 

task of applying international humanitarian law. The committee presents 

many initiatives to protect children, and provides them with the necessary 

care, food and clothing. And it helps in maintaining family unity, returning 

children to their families, especially in armed conflicts, alleviating the 

suffering of children. The committee also conducts searches and family 

reunification through the central agency of the red cross committee.    The 

committee visit persons deprived of their liberty, and POW camps, as children 

may be subject to arrest when participating in hostilities. The committee 

works to ensure respected and applies the rules which give special protection 

for children in armed conflicts, and confirm on necessity considerate their 

ages and abilities. And sure to take the necessary measures for them, and to 

demand that the parties to the conflict guarantee provide appropriate treatment 

for them4 2. 

3.2 The role of international criminal court in protecting 
children in armed conflicts: 

Armed conflicts have a major impact on the civilian population, especially 

vulnerable. And to protect this category from the scourge of these conflicts, 

there must have been rules that criminalize any actions that a party to the 

conflict might take. And the process of criminalizing acts, prosecuting 

perpetrators and imposing criminal responsibility must be based on a strong 

and lasting foundation. Unlike in the past, temporary trials. This is what the 
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international community has realized that millions of children have fallen 

victim to unimaginable horrors that have rocked the human conscience 

strongly this century4 3. Therefore, we will discuss the protection provided by 

international criminal court as a guarantee for children in armed conflicts. 

The international criminal court: it is the court established outside the united 

nations system under an international treaty. It basis is called, statute, treaty, 

or system of Rome. In reference to its drafting conference, which was adopted 

in the city of Rome, on 17 July 1998, and entered into force on 1 July 20024 4. 

It is conceivable that international crimes will be committed through children 

who are exploited by military leaders and political in one way or another in 

hostilities, consequently, they may commit international crimes, so the law 

interfered in the issue of their crimes and their prosecution, and considered it 

a difficult issue in international law, it is linked to the development of 

international criminal justice systems, in the prosecution of children for 

international crimes. So, it was considered among the mechanisms for the 

national trial4 5. 

Although I think that children are not responsible, as I mentioned earlier, it 

can be said that international law has sought through this to provide protection 

for children who committed crimes during armed conflicts and that this 

protection falls short of providing effective protection for children who 

commit international crimes. 
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It can be said that international human rights law and international 

humanitarian law have provided protection for children because they are the 

most vulnerable group, especially in their compulsory or voluntary 

recruitment process. Children were also specially protected by the 

international criminal court, which considered crimes against civilians, and 

children in particular, to be one of the most serious crimes threatening 

international peace and security. It also gave special protection to children 

during the armed conflict, and considered that their compulsory or voluntary 

recruitment from war crimes, which perpetrator is punished, whether in 

international or internal armed conflicts4 6. 

Criminal accountability before the international criminal court for the crime 

of child recruitment is limited to trying only natural persons, and this crime is 

considered one of the crimes that fall within the jurisdiction of the 

international criminal court, according to the statute of the international 

criminal court this is confirmed by article 25. A person is the subject of 

criminal accountability before the international criminal court for the crime of 

child recruitment either individually or jointly with another. With regard to 

the age of the individual who is the subject of international criminal 

accountability before the international criminal court for the crime, he was set 

at 18 years at the time of the crime attributed to him, this is indicated in article 

26 of the statute of the international criminal court4 7. 
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The recruitment of children into armed conflict is considered a war crime, 

paragraph (b) and (e) of article 8 of the international criminal court system 

stipulates that the recruitment of children under 15 years, whether 

compulsory, or voluntary in the armed forces or their use in hostilities, as war 

crime whether international or internal armed conflicts4 8. 

We note that the statute of the court stipulated the same age as stipulated in 

protocols 1 and 2 in the matter of child recruitment, and we believe that this 

is considered contrary to the development brought by international law where 

every person who is under 18 years is considered as child, as I mentioned 

previously. 

 Despite the mechanisms provided by the international community to protect 

children in armed conflicts, we believe that the mechanisms for enforcing 

international humanitarian law are still not sufficient, especially in the matter 

of protecting children ages 15 to 18. 
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4. The position of the kingdom of Bahrain on protecting 
children in armed conflicts: 
The kingdom of Bahrain has made pioneering achievements in the field of 

children rights, based on the firm belief that the child is the first pillar and the 

basic pillar for building and developing societies. On the protection of 

children in armed conflicts, this issue can be referred to as a matter of its 

adherence to international agreements, and national efforts. 

4.1 Bahrain’s participation in international agreements:  

The kingdom of Bahrain has made great strides in safeguarding and protecting 

human rights and preserving the dignity of citizens and residents. In 

accordance with the constitutional and legal frameworks established by the 

kingdom, as well as its commitment to international agreements, Bahrain was 

one of the first arab countries ratified it4 9. With regard to armed conflicts, 

Bahrain has joined the following: 

Bahrain signed the Geneva conventions on 30 November 19715 0 , Bahrain has 

announced its commitment to all the provisions of the four conventions, 

including the convention for the protection of civilian persons in time of war5 1. 
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The Geneva conventions are the most important conventions in international 

humanitarian law, and these conventions aim to ensure respect for human 

dignity in times of armed conflicts. 

In addition, Bahrain joined the two additional protocols to Geneva 

conventions in 19865 2. These protocols contain the most important rules for 

reducing the barbarism of wars, regulating behavior during international and 

non-international armed conflicts and seeking to limit their effects5 3. 

In order to protect children rights in general, Bahrain joined the children rights 

convention in 19915 4, in the interest of protecting children in armed conflicts, 

the kingdom of Bahrain has joined the two optional protocols to the children 

rights convention on the involvement of children in armed conflicts, the sale 

of children, child prostitution and pornography5 5. 

By agreeing and ratifying these international instruments, the kingdom of 

Bahrain has committed itself to protecting and guaranteeing the rights of 

children in armed conflicts, and has agreed take responsibility for this 

obligation before the international community. 

4.2 The efforts of the kingdom of Bahrain: 

The kingdom of Bahrain is considered one of the leading countries in 

guaranteeing the rights of the child, it issued the child law, under which 
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protection all rights of children, which guaranteed by the constitution in many 

aspects of life5 6. 

The definition in the child law came in line with the definition contained in 

international law, where article 4 of the law defined the child as every person 

under the age of 185 7. 

The law affirmed the protection of children in armed conflicts, as article 8 of 

the law stipulates that the child shall have priority in obtaining prevention and 

relief in natural or man- made disasters or war5 8. 

The recruitment in the kingdom of Bahrain is considered compatible with 

international law, as article 24 of the defense force law stipulates that 

recruitment and employment in the defense force shall be in accordance with 

its needs of officers, individuals and civilians in accordance with the 

principles and conditions stated in this law and in the service system, provided 

that the age of the officer or individual is not than 185 9, it is clear this that the 

kingdom of Bahrain has preceded international humanitarian law in the matter 

of child recruitment. 

The kingdom of Bahrain was also keen to find monitoring mechanisms to 

prevent the intention of these legislations from being neglected. Where 

mechanisms were established for this purpose, including the establishment of 

the child protection center, it is concerned with receiving reports about child 
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abuse in various forms, it also created a hotline (998) to receive related 

reports. In addition, to the prominent role of the national human rights 

institution in receiving communications and requests for assistance from all 

age groups6 0. 

It can be said that the kingdom of Bahrain has been and continues to strive to 

implement the rule of international law, and respect for the principles of 

maintaining peace and security and achieving international cooperation, this 

is an affirmation of her respect for human dignity. 
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Conclusion: 

We have reached the end of the topic of protecting children in armed conflicts, 

we discussed protecting children from the effects of armed conflicts, and 

found that international humanitarian law has provided them general 

protection as civilians, in addition, special protection that takes into 

consideration their needs as children. And we later referred to the issue of 

child recruitment, and in it we discussed the issue of the prevention of child 

recruitment and the legal position of children involved in hostilities. 

Afterwards, we tried to shed light on the most important international 

mechanisms for implementing international humanitarian law, explaining the 

role of the international criminal court in protecting children in armed 

conflicts. At the end of this research, we touched to the position of the 

kingdom of Bahrain regarding the protection of children in armed conflicts, 

and we referred to the topic of its participation in international treaties and its 

national efforts. 
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Results: 

1. Notwithstanding the general and specific protections provided in the 

Geneva conventions, this protection falls short of providing protection 

for the category 15 to 18 years.  

2. There is a contradiction between international agreements, between 

international humanitarian law and international human rights law in 

the matter of specifying the age of recruitment for children. 

3. Despite the mechanisms provided by international community to 

protect children in armed conflicts, the mechanism for enforcing 

international humanitarian law remain insufficient. 

4. The international criminal court has entrusted the responsibility of 

children in the crimes they committed during the armed conflicts to the 

national courts, and this could lead to retaliation from them due to the 

political situation, especially if they were involved against the national 

forces. 

5. Although the kingdom of Bahrain is not involved in any armed conflict, 

it has made significant efforts and this is regarded as respect for its 

commitment to international law. 

6. It can be said that armed conflicts today not only require laws that 

regulate their behavior, but ignorance is a reason for their occurrence. 
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Recommendations: 

1. Amending some provisions of the Geneva conventions by correcting 

the child’s age and bringing it in line with international law. Which is 

the age of18. 

2. That the age of recruitment be specified explicitly in international 

agreements, and that is as stipulated in the optional protocol of the 

children rights convention. 

3. Create adequate international mechanisms to enforce international 

humanitarian law. 

4. Find solutions to the situation of children who commit crimes during 

conflicts, because in the end they are considered victims of exploitation 

5. Encouraging governments to make the necessary efforts to preserve 

peace, especially in children issues. 

6. Spread science and culture among peoples, and promote human 

principles.  
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بالموافقة على انضمام البحرين وتوابعها إلى اتفاقيات  –م 1971لسنة  – 7رقم –مرسوم بقانون  .6
 .1949أغسطس سنة 12جنية الموقعة في

بالموافقة على انضمام دولة البحرين إلى البروتوكولين  -م1986لسنة  -16رقم –مرسوم بقانون  .7
 .الإضافيين لاتفاقيات جنيف

بشأن انضمام دولة البحرين إلى اتفاقية الأمم المتحدة  –م 1991لسنة -16رقم –قانون مرسوم ب .8
 .1989لحقوق الطفل التي اعتمدتها الجمعية العامة في نوفمر 

 24المادة –بأصدار قانون قودة الدفاع  -2002لسنة – 32رقم –مرسوم بقانون  .9
البحرين إلى البروتوكولين بالموافقة على انضمام مملكة  -2004لسنة -19رقم  –قانون  .10

الاختياريين بشأن اشتراك الأطفال في الصراعات المسلحة وبيع الأطفال وبغاء الأطفال والمواد 
 .الإباحية عن الأطفال، الملحقين باتفاقية الأمم المتحدة لحقوق الطفل

 .م2012لسنة 37قانون رقم  -م2012أغسطس 9 -3064العدد –الجريدة الرسمية  -قانون الطفل   .11
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4. Website: 
 
 

  -اللجنة الدولية للصليب الأحمر  .1
https://www.icrc.org/ar/doc/resources/documents/interview/

.htm101207-interview-children . 
 -منظمة اليونيسيف .2

.html68574_24267https://www.unicef.org/arabic/protection/ 
. 

 -عمليات الأمم لمتحدة لحفظ السلام  .3
protection-peacekeeping.un.org/ar/child/https:/ . 

 
 -لمركز الديمقراطي العربي للدرايات الإستيراتيجية، الإقتصادية، السياسية  .4

4172https://democraticac.de/?p=. 
 

 -الحكومة الإلكترونية  .5
in.bh/wps/portal/!ut/p/a0/hY69DoMgGAhttps://www.bahra

BfpQvzh5hgOzI0aVzsZJDFkIrmaxEEgbRv358X6Hi5Gw4
-0_bLi46WjvGJH1tK6PlPR8eba9Ccm-USFBOF1x0Qu

graf4GEAe8hKAHq5l0yzwTSLL5sPiZtRx0JRTdhwSlruxO
!!/qOENbzNMSQ7eMwvWB14Ngg-j7-3A0adzNne . 

 
 -وكالة أنباء البحرين  .6

https://www.bna.bh/Bahrainseffortstoprotectchildrensright
sstressed.aspx?cms=q8FmFJgiscL2fwIzON1%2BDhvSc65

MiWlTK3FveYL63J4%3D – 3 . 
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